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What are the goals of WA33?

• To provide information about large-scale Emergency, Disaster and Stimulus 
Funds received by the Town from the federal, state or county governments 
that are outside of the normal budget process.

• To provide the public a chance to comment on large-scale Emergency, 
Disaster and Stimulus Funds received by the Town.



What does 
WA33 do?

• It provides a structure for the public, Select 
Board, School Committee, Advisory Committee 
and Town Meeting to receive information about 
Emergency, Disaster and Stimulus Funds received 
by the Town from federal, state and county 
governments.

• It provides for one public hearing to allow the 
public an opportunity to comment on the funds.



What kind of events would WA33 Cover?

Large-scale events such as:

• Global financial crisis of 2008 (for example: American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act)

• COVID-19 pandemic (for example: CARES Act and the American Rescue 
Plan)



What 
events/funds 
are NOT 
covered by 
WA33?

Emergency, Disaster or Stimulus funds of less than 
$500,000 provided to the Town.

Funds for one-time emergency winter weather events.

Annual Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) or 
other annual Federal or State monies made available to 
the Town outside of emergencies or disasters.

Any funds provided to the Public Schools of Brookline.



WA33 
Provides for 
Basic 
Information 
on 
Emergency 
Funds

Name of the fund

Name of the government funding source 

The allowable uses of the fund

If the Town has any discretion on the uses of the fund

The amount the Town is eligible for

Any obligation and expenditure deadlines

If the Town intends to accept the funds

Weblinks to the statutory and regulatory requirements of the funds



Posting & 
Notification 
about 
Information 
on the Fund

Posted on the Town website within 
10 business days of the Town 
receiving written notice of funding 
eligibility

Within 10 business days, notification 
sent via email or other means to: 
Select Board, Advisory Committee, 
Town Meeting, School Committee



Reporting to the 
Public on the Funds
• On a quarterly basis, the Town will post a 

report on the Town website listing the 
information on the fund and a table on how 
funds have been obligated and expended.

• Within 30 days of all funds being expended, 
the Town will post a final report on the 
Town website and will notify the Select 
Board, Advisory Committee, Town Meeting 
and School Committee.



Sample Quarterly 
Report

Name of Emergency, Disaster or Stimulus 
Fund

Information for the Public on the Fund

Department Activity/Cost Amount 
Obligated

Amount 
Expended 
to date

Department 
of Public 
Health

Staffing, 2 Full 
Time 
Equivalent 
Nurses

$160,000 $40,000

Department 
of Public 
Works

Supplies, 
Personal 
Protective 
Equipment

$20,000 $10,000



Sample 
Report from 

OpenGov



Sample Link 
to Fund 

Regulations



Public Hearing

If the Town receives funds with any flexibility 
on how the funds are spent:

• The Select Board or their designee will hold 
a one-time public hearing to receive public 
comment on the funds within 30 days of 
30% of the fund being obligated

• The Town is not required to halt spending 
during the public hearing process.



What does WA33 NOT do?

• It does not tell the Town how to obligate or expend funds.

• It does not require the Town to stop spending emergency, disaster or 
stimulus funds at any point.


